
EYFS 

 Topic Knowledge & Understanding Vocabulary 

 Understanding 
the World 

ELG: Past and Present  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing 

on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books 

read in class and storytelling.  
• There are differences between pictures of historical times and now.  
 
Power and democracy  
We can choose to join in with a bully or to tell a teacher. 
 
Beliefs and cultures 
 My family lives within our local community.  
 
Quest for knowledge  
We go to school to learn new things. 

History 
Society 
Past  
Present 
Future 
Setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 

 Topic Knowledge & Understanding Vocabulary 

Autumn 

What was life like for 
people in the past? 

 
 

 
Local link: Local walk 

Living memory are the times that can be remembered by people who are 
alive today.  
A family tree shows the relationships between different generations in a 
family. 
Communication/schools/toys is/are different now (the present) and before 
now, in living memory (the past). 
 
Beliefs & cultures 
My local community was different for families at different times in history. 

Family 
Memory 
Living 
Community 
Family 
Local 

Spring 

How did people travel 
in the past? 

 
 
Trip: Railway Museum 

We can travel in many ways today, by land, sea, air and space. Transport 
options have been different during living memory (People in the past could 
travel less far than we can today). 
Air - The Wright brothers invented the plane and Bessie Coleman was the 
first black woman to gain her pilot’s licence - The Montgolfier brothers 
invented the hot-air balloon, and Elizabeth Thible was the first woman to fly 
one. 
Train - Robert and George Stephenson developed the ‘Rocket’, one of the 
first steam trains, link to how they are used today – freight, passenger & 
how used in war.  
Car - Henry Ford developed the assembly line, a new way of making cars 
that made them affordable for everyone. 
Sea - Christopher Columbus, how he travelled around the world compared 
to how se travel in present day. Titanic/modern cruse liner. 
 
Inventions & Legacy 
The development of transport by land, sea, air and space and the roles of 
key individuals. 
 

Travel 
Transport  
Land 
Air 
Sea 
Space 
Developed 
Invented 
 



Summer 

Where did people live in 
the past? 

 
 

Local link/trip: 
Pontefract Castle 

Inventions & Legacy 
Our homes are made of lots of different materials, they have lots of different 
features, however this has chanced over time. Pupils will understand what 
homes looked like, were made of and any new invention. Homes to explore: 

• Victorian  
• Tudor  
• Viking 
• Georgian  
• Modern housing (flats, detached, semi-detached, bungalow) 

(Other housing, Saxon, Narrow boat, may also be used) 
People’s homes were limited by the materials and the technology that were 
available. 
It took a long time for the knowledge that we have today to develop. 
 
Power & democracy 
Castles were built to protect people, by by Kings & Queens. Pupils will 
understand why they didn’t live in traditional housing. 

Materials 
Features 
Blitz 
Build 
Castles 
Cottages  
Houses 
Roundhouses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

 Topic Knowledge & understanding Vocabulary 

Autumn 

Local history: A focus 
on employment with 

focus given to mining in 
our local area. 

 
Trip: Coal mining 

Museum 
 

Visitor: Miner  

Locate the mines in our local area and what they were used for? 
What was life like down the pit for a miner - the conditions, the tools, 
machinery, and dangers.  
 
Power & democracy 
Why did we produce coal has a country? What was it used for? 
Pupils to explain why the pits were closed and the impact this hand on local 
communities. (Miners’ strike) 
 
Comparison of the job of a miner with current jobs in our local 
area/country. 

Coal 
Mining 
Machinery 
Power 
Poverty 
Employment  

Spring Great Fire of London 
 

London in the 1660s, life was different and the Great Plague was 
disrupting people's lives. 
Samuel Pepys' diary tells us that London in the 1660s was dirty and busy, 
and was locked down because of the Great Plague.  
The Great Fire of London started in a bakery in Pudding Lane. 
The Great Fire of London spread quickly, because houses were built close 
together, were made out of flammable materials, and there was no fire 
service to help put it out  
 
Inventions & Legacy 
People used buckets of water from the river Thames to eventually put out 
the fire - after the Great Fire of London, building regulations were 
introduced, a fire service was established, and parts of the city were rebuilt 
with better hygiene. 
There is a monument to the Great Fire of London standing in London 
today.  
 
Power & democracy 
The King or Queen in England has power to make new rules or laws. 

London 
Cause 
Effect 
Flammable 
Regulation 
Hygiene 



Summer Native America 
(16th Century) 

Christopher Columbus – Born in Italy when people were building new ships 
to explore different parts of the world, he had a dream to travel west. The 
King & Queen of Spain gave him money to buy ships, he sailed to what is 
now Cuba, but he named it the ‘New World’. Native Americans lived on the 
island, he named them the Indians. He then sailed on to Central America. 
 
Invasions & Settlements 
Explore a famous native American Tribe eg: Sioux 
 
Power & democracy  
The hierarchical structure of native American tribes - the role of men and 
women in the native American society – Sitting Bull 
 
Beliefs & Cultures 
Consider native American creation stories – Totem Pole 
Relationship with nature & Gods - How did they use animals for livelihood? 
Hunting for food and clothing. Natural medicine.   
Explore where tribe live and their homes – Tipi and longhouse 

Tribes 
Society 
Native 
Hunting 
Indigenous 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

 Topic Knowledge & understanding Vocabulary 

Autumn European history: 
Prehistoric Britain 

Invasion & Settlement 
The earliest communities and some families had to be self-sufficient, and 
did everything (hunt, cook, clean, build, heal) themselves. 
Prehistory refers to the study of humans before there was writing. 
Prehistoric Britain is split into the Stone Age (Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, 
Neolithic), Bronze Age and Iron Age.  
 
Hunter-gatherers are people who travel looking for animals to hunt and 
plants and berries to gather. Agriculture is the farming of plants (arable) 
and animals (pastoral) to eat. Hunter-gatherer diets gradually gave way to 
agriculture and farming in the Neolithic period. The move towards farming 
meant that prehistoric communities became more settled, larger and homes 
became more sophisticated. 
 
Beliefs & cultures 
Sometimes people’s knowledge and beliefs are based on the natural world 
around them. People in the past had different knowledge or beliefs to us. 
The design of hillforts, stone circles and geoglyphs suggest that the natural 
world was very important. Stonehenge and other stone circles are made of 
sedimentary and igneous rocks.  
Burials suggest that people believed in an afterlife, and reflect the lives 
they lived. 

Prehistoric 
Settlements 
Communities  
Agriculture 
Hillforts 
Geoglyphs  
Palaeolithic 
Mesolithic 
Neolithic 



Spring 
African history:  
Ancient Egypt 

 

Power & democracy 
An empire is a group of countries or places ruled by one person. 
An autocracy is a system of government where one person or one group 
can rule exactly as they want to forever.  
Ancient Egypt was an empire, led by an autocratic pharaoh.  
Ancient Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was half man, half god.  
Pharaohs fought battles outside of Egypt and received tributes and riches 
from the people they conquered, like the Kingdom of Kush.  
Empires are large areas of land that are controlled by one person or group 
of people. 
People get their power in different ways. For example, some are powerful 
because they have divine status, i.e. seen as half man or half god; some are 
rich; some have powerful armies. 
 
Beliefs & cultures 
Mummification preserved bodies for the afterlife - the Field of Reeds. 
 
Inventions & Legacy 
Egyptians built pyramids to honour the pharaoh (half man half god).  
Egyptians used phonetic, conceptual and pictorial hieroglyphics to share 
stories with future generations – Papyrus. 
Explore how the Nile is a river that flows through Egypt and other 
countries in Africa – how it was used by the Ancient Egyptians & how it is 
used for survival.  

Egypt 
Empire 
Autocracy 
Mummification 
Pyramid 
Pharaohs 
Conquest 
River Nile  
 

Summer European history 
Ancient Greece 

Power & democracy 
A city-state is a city and the surrounding land that has its own government 
and identity. 
Ancient Greece was not an empire, but was made of lots of city-states like 
Athens and Sparta. 
Democracy is a system of government where everyone has a say. 
Athens developed a democracy, which was more limited than ours today 
Link to modern day democracy - Some places have a democracy. Not all 
democracies are the same. The UK has a democracy. 
 

Ancient 
Greece 
Government 
Civilisation 
Democracy 
Architecture 
Myths 
 



Beliefs & cultures 
A civilisation is a group of people and their society, culture and way of life.  
Ancient Greeks used skills in architecture to build temples to honour their 
gods. 
Ancient Greeks believed in multiple gods and wrote myths. 
 
Inventions & legacy 
Architectural orders include Doric, Ionic and Corinthian, and these 
influences can be seen in our buildings today.  
The Ancient Greeks contributed knowledge that is relevant today, including 
medicine, science, mathematics and astronomy. 
 
The Ancient Greeks borrowed and built on the ideas of other civilisations 
like those in Ancient Egypt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 

 Topic Substantive Knowledge Vocabulary 

Autumn North American history:  
Ancient Maya  

Understanding life for the Ancient Maya, and comparing this with that of 
the Ancient Greeks and Ancient Egyptians. 
The Maya civilisation flourished from 250 to 800. It declined after that, but 
descendants of the Maya live in Central America today. 
 
Power & democracy 
The Maya lived in city-states ruled by kings. 
The relationships between city-states in Maya civilisation were different to 
those in Ancient Greece. 
 
Beliefs & culture 
Maya worshipped multiple gods who were each responsible for something.  
Ancient Maya sacrificed animals and sometimes humans to honour gods. 
Maya built step-pyramids and temples to honour gods.  
 
Invention & legacy 
Ancient Greeks and Maya developed number systems (base 10 and 20 
respectively), but the Maya developed the concept of zero and were the first 
civilisation to identify the solar system. 

Ancient 
America 
Worshipped 
Sacrifice 
Comparisons 
 
 



Spring 
Local History:  

How has Castleford 
Changed 

Beliefs & cultures 
How has the local community changed since 1900s? 
What was community like in the past in comparison to now? How it is 
different today? Why has it changed?  Buildings, social changes (political 
parties) political changes (rights of women) Cultural changes (people’s beliefs, 
entertainment) 
Changes industry - Jobs; link back to mining. 
Identify ways in which life has stayed the same: Children went to school, 
people played sports (rugby). 

 
Evolved 

Comparison 
Equality 
Political 

Government 
Prime minister 
Governance 

 
 

Summer 
Autumn European 

history: 
Ancient Rome 

The development of the Roman Empire, how it changed over time, and how 
these changes affected people. 
 
Invasion & settlement 
Ancient Rome expanded gradually from 473 BC until it peaked around AD 
100; it declined from 3rd century until collapse in AD 476.   
At its peak, the Roman Empire covered a huge area across Europe, Asia and 
Africa  
 
Power & democracy 
Ancient Rome was governed by kings, a republic, a dictatorship, one empire 
and then two empires.  
The head of state remained the most powerful person in Rome, and he was 
autocratic. 
 
Culture & Beliefs 
Roman religion evolved to incorporate new beliefs as the empire expanded 
(e.g. Greek gods) The imperial cult elevated emperors to having a god status.  
Many Christians were persecuted from the 1st century AD until Emperor 
Constantine declared tolerance for all beliefs.  
Slavery is a system where people are owned by other people. Slaves are 
forced to work for no money. The Romans owned slaves, like the Greeks and 

 Ancient 
European 
Empire 
Dictatorship 
Republic 
Autocratic 
Persecuted 
Emperor 
Ethnicity 
Slavery 



the Egyptians before them. Roman slaves were the poorest people in society 
or prisoners of war. Roman slavery was not based on race or ethnicity. 
Systems of slavery have existed in communities and civilisations across the 
world for a long time. Slaves could be taken from different communities 
based on their wealth. 
 
Inventions & Legacy 
Early Roman science borrowed from civilisations around it  
Roman science and technology - like roads, medicine and inventions - was 
needed more and more as the empire expanded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 

 Topic Substantive Knowledge Vocabulary 

Autumn European history  
 

Power & democracy  
Roman Emperor Julius Caesar tried to conquer Britain twice from 55 BC 
but failed; Claudius was successful in AD 43.  
Roman Britain was a diverse place, for example, the Aurelian Moors 
formed the earliest documented black community in the north of England.  
Drivers of power can be categorised into institutional, economic, physical, 
intellectual and informal. 
The Romans kept control using physical power, including disciplined 
armies, forts, roads and walls. 
The Romans had institutional and economic power by allowing native 
tribe chiefs to continue in their roles as long as they submitted to and 
collected taxes on behalf of the emperor.  
The Romans had informal power, as 'Romanisation' meant Roman culture 
and customs spread through British towns.  
The story of Boudica's revolt, AD 60, exemplifies how all these different 
types of power came together to defeat Britons.  
Intellectual power - literacy in particular - allowed Romans to 
communicate quickly and to write their own versions of history.  
 
Inventions and Legacy 
Drivers of power can be categorized into: institutional (i.e. head teacher in 
charge of a school; priest in charge of a church; king in charge of a 
country); economic (using money to give you power); physical (having 
physical strength or armies); intellectual (the power of knowledge and 
literacy); informal (soft power of influencing others). 

Conquer 
Diverse 
Institutional 
Intellectual 
Disciplined  
Romanisation 
Revolt 



Spring 

European history: 
Anglo Saxons 

 
 

Visitor – Anglo Saxon 
Workshop 

 

Beliefs & cultures 
Christianity was brought to England by the Romans, but it did not take 
hold until long after they left England. Conversion from traditional beliefs 
to Christianity was a long process. The Anglo Saxons were Pagans – they 
did not believe in Christianity and began the Pagan practice.   
 
Invention & Legacy 
Despite this period previously being known as ‘the Dark Ages’, 
archaeological finds show that the Anglo-Saxons were great craftsmen.  
 
Community and family  
The term ‘Anglo-Saxons’ refers to the period of English history AD 410-
476, and includes the history of a diverse group of people who migrated 
to England at this time. Sutton Hoo is an archaeological site discovered in 
1939.  
 
Power & democracy  
Anglo-Saxon England was ruled by kings who constantly competed for 
power. 7 kingdoms became 5; 5 became 3 until England was united under 
one king.  
Archaeological evidence shows how the Anglo-Saxon kings presented as 
powerful men. 

Christianity 
Settlement 
Anglo – Saxon 
Artefacts 
Archaeological  
Craftsman 
 

Summer 

Local History: 
Crime and Punishment 

 
 

Visitors - PMNW 

Power & democracy 
Explore crime & punishment throughout the ages: 
- Roman Punishments (400BC-300AD): Roman laws were called the 12 

tables, written in 450BC, they were basic rules for Romans to live by. 
Punishment was severe, it depended on how much money you had, 
slaves had no rights, noblemen were saved from death yet exiled.  

- Anglo-Saxon Punishments (400AD-900AD): Criminals were hunted by 
the community, known as a hue and a cry. They could choose an 
oath-keeper to swear their innocence, if not they were put on trial.  

- Tudors (1000-1700): Sealing was widespread, because people could 
not afford to pay for food, punishments were hard to prevent others. 

Punishment 
Law 
Prison 
Evolve 
Criminality 
Unlawful 



Explore 6 types of punishment – Drunkards cloak, ducking stool, 
stocks, torture rack, scold’s bridle, pillory 

- Georgians– Highwaymen, Dick Turpin, pistol invented 
- Victorians – Queen Victoria 1st crowned, prison became main form of 

punishment, 90 prisons were built between 1842 & 1877. 
- Modern Crime – DNA testing, CCTV camera 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 

 Topic Knowledge & understanding Vocabulary 

Autumn 

European history: 
Viking invasions 

 
 
 

Trip: Jorvik centre 
 

Understanding who the Vikings were and how their reputation has changed 
over time; making arguments as to whether they deserve a violent 
reputation. 
The Vikings were groups of people from Scandinavia who were most 
powerful in 9th and 10th centuries. 
The Vikings were warriors, but archaeological evidence suggests that the size 
and ferocity of Viking forces has been exaggerated. 
 
Invention & Legacy 
The Vikings were skilled craftsmen and had an extensive trade network • the 
Vikings participated in a slave trade. 
 
Invasion & settlement  
Evidence shows that the Vikings migrated to and settled in Britain. 
The Vikings had elements of democracy. 
Vikings occupy a significant place in our popular culture, and there have 
been many different interpretations of them.  
 
Beliefs & Culture 
Slaves could be taken from different communities based on their race, 
ethnicity or gender.  
Vikings believed in Gods & Goddesses – link to Roman beliefs.  
 
The Vikings could be presented as violent warriors or noble explorers, 
depending on who was writing and when. 
 

Scandinavia 
Invasion 
Vikings 
Ferocity 
Migrated 
Significant 
Explorers 
Reputation 



Spring 
British history:  

Tudors  
(1845-1603) 

Power & democracy 
Understand that the war of the Roses, lead to the first Tudor King following 
the battle of Bosworth.  
To identify key features of Henry VIII’s reign.  
Analyse both contemporary and modern sources about Henry VIII and test 
them for reliability, making an informed judgment on his effectiveness as 
King. 
Edward VI’s – only 9 when he became king and how the county began to 
change. 
 
Inventions & Legacy 
Identify the problems King Henry VIII faced in 1533 and explain why King 
Henry VIII broke with Rome, explain how the Reformation still has 
consequences in England today. 
 
Invasion & settlement 
1577 – Francis Drake sett off around the world, he was knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth. He attacked the Spanish and Portuguese ships, stealing from them. 
Drakes relative John Hawkins started taking black slaves from Africa to 
America. 
Sir Walter Raleigh sailed to North America to take the land and wealth – 
now known as colonies - which the Spanish were already gaining great 
wealth from. 

Reformation  
Colonies  
Exploration 
Monasteries  
Nobleman  
Sources  

Summer 

Global History - WW2 
 
 
 

Power & democracy 
The build up to the start of WW2 looking back at WW1 and the restrictions 
put on Germany by The Treaty of Versailles.  
 
Invasion & settlement 
The invasion of Australia in 1938 and Poland in 1939. Hitler refusing to 
withdraw troops from Poland triggered the declaration of War on September 
3rd 1939, the war lasted until September 1945. 
The German front pushed across Europe from the East leading to the 
surrender of France. 

Ally 
Axis 

Colonies 
Institutional 

Legacy 
Independence 
Discrimination 

Conflict 
Invasion 

Concentration 
Global 



The main powers of the Ally and Axis forces. Allies: Great Britain, France, 
U.S.A and Russia. The Axis: Germany, Italy and Japan. 
Key events: The Blitz, Battle of Britain, D-day Landings and VE Day. 
The key leaders: Adolf Hitler, Neville Chamberlain and Winston Church Hill. 
 
Beliefs & cultures 
Beginnings on anti-Semitism in Germany, burning of shops and restriction 
placed on the Jewish people and it’s build up to the formation of 
concentration camps and ultimately beginnings of The Holocaust. 

 


