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Humanities  

‘We Can and We Will’ 
Intent: What is the importance of teaching E to children at Fairburn View? 

 The humanities subjects exposes our pupils to the content which will be further developed in 
KS3, giving them rich knowledge as a starting point  

 It ensures all our children, regardless of ability or background, is immersed in British history 
and able to be proud of being British through the teaching of our history as a nation, in line 
with the British Values  

 Immerse our children in a rich curriculum, with a range of activities to encapsulate their 
imagination  

 

At Fairburn View, the humanities subjects are planned thematically to link with English lessons in 
order for the children to have an immersive and engaging curriculum. We pride ourselves on 
delivering a broad and balanced curriculum which inspires and motivates our pupils, this includes all 
our pupils. We have worked alongside the high school to ensure we are equipping our pupils for their 
higher education.  

Our curriculum visits events from British history in each key stage, this allows pupils to learn about 
their country’s history and feel pride in our country, thus meeting the requirements of the British 
Values through our curriculum studies.  

As a school, we feel passionate about our children being exposed to a rich, broad and immersive 
curriculum. We carefully plan and design our lessons in order to expose our children to activities they 
wouldn’t otherwise have access to.  

Fairburn view aims to provide an engaging and challenging curriculum that allows all students to 
achieve beyond their expectations. 

 The Humanities Curriculum have several aims that are embedded across key stage 1 and 2.  

 Uphold the quality in teaching, expectations and presentation that is in core lessons  
 Deliver a broad curriculum with a range of activities 
 Give children a sound knowledge of the curriculum  
 Lessons which motivate and inspire children  
 Lessons which allow children to flourish in areas in which they may not in other subject 

areas 
 Allow children to be creative and imaginative  

At Fairburn, we endeavour to achieve these aims alongside our own school ethos and values. 

 

Implementation: What will the implementation of Humanities at Fairburn View teach 
children? 

As subject leader, I endeavor to be supportive of all teachers in the planning of a diverse 
and broad curriculum. The curriculum will be balanced and skills will be revisited several 
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times across the key stages in order to ensure they are embedded in all of our children. 
Class trips and inviting visitors in to our school to enrich the teaching of our curriculum will 
be a staple in all year groups, allowing pupils to be inspired and develop a thirst for 
knowledge.  

The pupils are always at the forefront of what we do and so their development as well-
rounded, respectful individuals is at the core of our ethos as a school.  

 

Impact: What will be the impact of our aims? 

Through the development of our curriculum, we have motivated and curious learners who 
enjoy and feel passionate about their learning.  

By the end of KS2 we aim for our children to be:  

 Well- rounded  
 Know the importance of their well-being by being resilient  
 Be culturally sensitive, and know the importance of equality.   
 Be confident to portray opinions and join in discussions.  
 Have a sound knowledge of the continents of our world  
 Have a sound knowledge of key events from British history  
 Have an imagination that enables them to write creatively.  
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 Half-term 1 Half-term 2 Half-term 3 Half-term 4 Half-term 5 Half-term 6 
Geography Locational knowledge  Place knowledge  Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills and fieldwork   

History Chronological 
understanding  

Knowledge and 
understanding of 

events, people and 
changes in the past  

 

Historical 
interpretation  

Historical enquiry  Organisation and communication 

LFS All about me 
& Traditional Tales 

 
 Thinking about the 
houses we live in 

Local area 
 Family  

How we have grown 
and changed 

Autumn – Observe 
changes 

Autumn Walk 
 

Festivals  
 Religious festivals 

Halloween 
Bonfire Night 

Diwali 
Fire safety 

Christmas story 
Day and Night 
Light and Dark 

Winter –Observe 
changes 

Winter Walk 
Posting letters to 

Santa 

We’re going on a 
bear hunt 
World maps 

Comparing habitats 
Comparing teddies over 

the years 
 

 

Minibeasts 
The Easter Story 
Life Cycle of a 

butterfly 
Summer –Observe 

changes 
Summer Walk  
Minibeast walk 

Making bug hotels 

We all go 
travelling by 

Transport 
Ways to travel 

 

Our World 
Pollution 

Sun safety  
Seaside 

Comparing animal 
habitats  

In this topic we 
will follow the 

children’s interests 
in animals and 

decide whether we 
focus on 

Farm 
Zoo / Jungle 
Sea creatures 
Woodland 
Creatures 

UFS Traditional tales + 
marvellous me  

 Crossing a 
river 

 Where we 
live 

 All about 
me: birth -
4 

Festivals  
 Religious 

festivals 
from 
around 
the world 

 The 
Christmas 
Story 

Light and Dark 
 Day and 

Night 
 Shadows 

 

Rhyme  
 The 

Easter 
story 

 Life 
cycle 

Farm  
 Where 

does 
food 
come 
from 

People who help us  
 Where people 

work 

1 Local area 
 Observe and 

investigate  
 draw maps 

and talk 
about local 
area using 

geographical 
language  

 understand 
basic 

geographical 
features 

 develop our 
knowledge 

of our 
locality. 

 suggest 
changes to 
improve our 

area 

Great fire of London 
Develop knowledge of 

london 
Develop an awareness 

of the past. 
Compare what life was 
like in the past to what 

life is like now. 
Timeline  key events of 

the Great Fire of London 
Recall the key events of 
the Great Fire of London 
Suggest ways to make 
the streets of London 
safer after the Great 

Fire of London 
 

Dinosaurs 
Ask questions about 

the past 
Locate continents  on 

a world map 
Investigate and 
research about 

dinosaurs. 
Sort dinosaurs 

according a set criteria 
Discuss the life of 

Mary Anning 

Mega Structures 
Name and locate 
the 4 capital cities 
of the UK.  
Sequence 
Research 
Record information 

Famous people and places 
explain why a person is significant in my life 

understand how Florence Nightingale improved 
nursing 

Understand why Neil Armstrong is a significant person 
in our history. 

Understand the life of Nelson Mandela.   
Develop knowledge of the world 

2 Africa - Safari/Kenya 
 Name the 7 continents 
 Draw a map of Africa 
 Create a map of Africa 
 Compare Masaai and Castleford 
 Ask questions about Kenya 
 Create a timeline 

Kings and Queens 
 Recognise role of a monarch 
 Create a timeline of monarchs 
 Ask questions about Queen 

Elizabeth 
 Create a family tree 
 Place Royal Residences on a 

map 
 Describe a royal residence 

Great barrier reef + Australia 
 Sun safety  
 Identify animals in Great 

barrier reef 
 What effect do humans 

have on great barrier 
reef? 

 Write a persuasive letter 
 Identify features of 

aboriginal flag 
 Recognise aboriginal dot 

art  
 Compare Australian and 

English Weather 
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3 Egypt  
 Order the history around ancient Egyptians 
 Explore Egyptian artefacts  
 Explain the mummification process  
 Make Egyptian artefacts  

 
 
 

Romans 
 Order the events of Roman times  
 Label and describe a Roman soldier  
 Research and present information 

about Roman invasions  

Plants and rainforests  
 Locate rainforests  
 Identify key events of rainforests  
 Compare and contrast tribe members  

4 The Victorians  
 Ordering events  
 Research and present information  
 Describe and compare Victorian times and 

now  

Africa / imaginary lands  
 Locate Europe and its countries 
 Locate Africa and its countries  
 Describe types of settlements  
 Study an African tribe  
 
 
 

Anglo-Saxons 
 Ordering events  
 Explore Anglo-Saxon artefacts  

 

5 Mayans 
 Communicate 

ideas about from 
the past using 
different genres of 
writing, drawing, 
diagrams, data-
handling, drama 
role-play, 
storytelling and 
using ICT 

 Plan and present 
a self-directed 
project or 
research about 
the Mayans 

 Describe how 
historical events 
studied 
affect/influence 
life today. 

 Make links 
between some of 
the features of 
past societies. 
(e.g. religion, 
houses, society, 
technology.) 

 Use documents, 
printed sources 
(e.g. archive 
materials) the 
Internet, 
databases, 
pictures, 
photographs, 
music, artefacts, 
historic buildings, 
visits to museums 
and galleries and 
visits to sites to 
collect evidence 
about the past 

U.K. 
 Name & locate 

counties and 
cities of the UK 

 Use maps 
 Identify 

topographical 
features of the 
UK 

 Explain how 
land has 
changed in the 
UK 

Extreme environments  
 Understand how earthquakes for 

and erupt 
 Understand why volcanoes erupt 
 Locate the Earth’s crust on a map 
 Identify the Earths plates 

Ancient Greece 
 Ordering events  
 Describe how historical events studied 

affect/influence life today 
 Make links between some of the features of 

past societies. (e.g. religion, houses, society, 
technology.) 

 Choose reliable sources of evidence to 
answer questions, realising that there is 
often not a single answer to historical 
questions.  

 Investigate own lines of enquiry by posing 
questions to answer 

 

6 Indonesia and 
other cultures  

- Name and 
locate 
continents, 
oceans 
and seas. 

- Describe 
the 
features of 

Plastic pollution  
 

- Explore 
the 
journey of 
plastic 
waste, 
from 
production 

WW2 
 

- Chronological timeline of the 
events of WW2. 

- In depth look at the key  
events leading to start and 
conclusion of WW2. 

- Look at the difference in 
opinion between accounts 
from different perspectives. 

Vikings 
 

- Timeline the events Viking invasions. 
- Look at the geography of where 

they invaded and settled. 
- Look at Norse Mythology and its 

important to Scandinavian culture.  
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Indonesia 
and South 
America.  

- Learn 
about 
individuals 
lives / 
exploring 
their 
difference 
to ours (In 
South 
America) 

to 
disposal. 

- How has 
the 
production 
and usage 
of plastic 
changed 
over time.  

- Question events of WW2 / 
interview with evacuee host.  

- Write an informative 
description of a 
concentration camp. 
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National curriculum 

KS1 

Locational knowledge  name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  name, locate and 
identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

Place knowledge  understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country  

Human and physical geography  identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  use 
basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  key human features, including: city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  use simple compass 
directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; 
left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map  use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key  use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

KS2 

Locational knowledge  locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time  identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  

Place knowledge  understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 
North or South America  

Human and physical geography  describe and understand key aspects of:  physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied  use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world  

Geography  

187  

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 


