
 

Fairburn View Primary School 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & DT Policy 

2020 

 
Signed by: __________________________________________ 

      Chair of Governors 
 

 

Review Date: September 2022 
 



Content: 

 
 Intent 
 Implementation 
 Impact 
 Inclusion  
 Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art & Design Technology (DT) 

 

“You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have”. 

Intent 

What is the importance of teaching Art & DT to children at Fairburn View? 

 The teaching of Art & DT provides children of all abilities, inclusive of SEND and 
disadvantaged, to access and enjoy a subject with no limitations, boosting self-
confidence.   

 Art & DT allows children to practise fine motor skills and enjoy an engaging and 
creative sensory experience.   

 The subject allows those less academic children to broaden their employment 
aspirations to those more creative and ‘hands on’.  

 DT provides children with fundamental life skills to help them in the future.  
 Art & DT improves children’s culture and social diversity, opening their eyes to the 

wider world.  
 It allows children to express themselves, and enjoy team creative activities, improve 

overall well-being. Taught in a variety of fun, and engaging ways, a love of learning 
and independent exploration available to all.  

 Children are given the opportunity to appreciate a range of different artists, learning 
the history of their work, and styles specific to the artist. Children can use this to 
influence their own art work.  

 

At Fairburn View Primary School, Art & DT develops students’ skills in order to prepare for 
later life, as a central part of their lives both in and out of school. When taught 
enthusiastically and creatively, it will also develop a child’s inspiration and thirst for 
knowledge that will maintain with the child thought out their lifetime. It is also our ethos 
that we develop the social and emotional wellbeing of ‘all’ our children, with a resilient ‘we 
can, and we will’ attitude, allowing children to express themselves independently.  

 

A high-quality Art & DT curriculum throughout the whole school enables all students, 
including SEND to enjoy and succeed in both Art & Design Technology. It can offer an 
excellent opportunity to develop a life-long love of creative learning, and an appreciation of 
art. The subject develops a high-quality teaching and learning environment where both staff 
and students’ enjoy working effectively together to achieve success. We recognise the 
importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their creativity and are able 
to adapt their skills to create pieces or complete tasks in a range of styles. 

 

Our Art & DT intent is to provide creative, sensory, and inspiring lessons that will display 
the children’s skills. Whilst we strive for results across key stages, there is an overwhelming 



importance of the children’s wellbeing, and therefore, progress they make throughout their 
journey at Fairburn View is of greater importance to us. Right from foundation stage, to 
year 6, we ensure all children, including SEN, disadvantaged, and other identified cohorts, 
can access and make progress in all aspects of Art & DT lessons. By the time year 6 children 
will leave Fairburn View Primary, they will have a good understanding of colour theory, and 
will be able to feed this theory in to completing paintings and sketches. They will learn 
about size and proportion, particularly when focusing on landscape, still life, and portraits. 
Alongside, developing their fine motor, and assembly skills in DT, children will also leave 
with basic cooking and kitchen preparation skills, ready for later life.  

 

“There’s room for everybody on the planet to be creative and conscious if you are your own 
person”. 

Implementation 

How do we implement the teaching of Art & DT across all key stages at Fairburn 
View Primary School? 

The Art & DT curriculum requires that children are introduced to a wide range of skill, as 
well as having a sound understanding of various well-known artists. At Fairburn View, we 
feel that it is greatly important for children to build on these skills; therefore, we ensure that 
teaching is revisited over the different key stages, right from nursery, through to when 
children leave for high school, continuingly developing on prior knowledge and broadening 
learning each time. It is also key for children to learn about artists with varied artistic styles, 
as this is reflective of the children in the class, and their artistic abilities and products. It 
allows children to feel confident in expressing themselves in different artistic forms, as well 
as appreciating a range of art and design.  

 

All children are expected to access Art & DT lessons, as through careful planning and 
differentiation, all children can take part in this creative, inclusive strand of the curriculum. 
Annual revision of the school Art & DT plan ensures that topics are current along with a 
strong link to class topics promoting children to have a valued interest. Secondly, updating 
the school plan ensure that staff have an ownership over the Art and DT subjects taught in 
their year group, making changes where appropriate. 

 

The teaching of Art & DT is split into three focused strands of art: landscape painting, 
portrait drawing, and 3D art, which is included into every year group. Implementation of DT 
into the school curriculum is covered in varied ways. Examples include; structure, cooking, 
textiles and mechanisms. Teaching of Art and DT is primarily taught by the class teacher, 
with the support of teaching assistants, although higher level teaching assistants, (HLTAs) 
may be required to teach or cover lessons at times. There are also opportunities in the 
subject for outside specialists to come in and provide the children with high quality teaching.  



Whole School Curriculum Map: Art & DT 
The key focus areas outlined below have been chosen to give children an opportunity to learn, practise, and develop fundamental skills in Art & DT. The below map demonstrates overlapping 
themes in each area, ensuring that children revisit them in order to progress further. Ranges of artists are studied, giving children an insight to a range of artistic styles. As well as the outlined 

themes, each year group in school visits colour theory every term. 
Skills:  Drawing (focus: portraits)      

Painting (focus: landscapes)      
3D art      
Cooking 

Textiles      
Mechanism 

Electrical 
Structures 

Year 
Group 

Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

LFS Art – Painting and drawing 
Self-portraits. 

Artist: Various examples of work 
from portrait artists. 

Colour theory: Mixing pink 

DT – Cooking 
Christmas 
biscuits. 
Pressing, 

rolling, using 
shape cutters.  

Art – 
Painting 
Bonfire 

landscapes 

Art – 3D  
Making 
stampers 
for 
Christmas 
wrapping 
paper 

Art – 3D 
Collage based 
around stories.  
Masks based on 
traditional tale 

characters. 
Colour theory: 
mixing brown 

DT – 
Structures 
Creating 

caves out of 
recyclable 
materials. 

Landscapes 
linked to 
stories.  

 

DT – 
Cooking 
Baking 

bread, and 
making 

pancakes. 
Kneading 
dough, 
rolling, 
mixing. 

DT – 
Mechanism 
Split pin 
moveable 
animals. 
Colour 
theory: 

Mixing green. 

Art – 
Drawing 
Drawing 

animal and 
colouring 
of jungle 
animals. 

DT – 
Textiles 
Sewing 
animal 
finger 

puppets. 

DT – 
Structures 
Transient 

art 
focusing 
on sea 

creatures 
using 

recyclable 
materials. 

Art – 3D 
Modelling 

clay. 
Colour 
theory: 
Mixing 
primary 

colours to 
create 

secondary 
colours 

UFS Art – Drawing 
and painting 
Self-portraits. 

Focus on cutting 
skills. Artist: 

Picasso 
Colour theory: 

Exploring 
colours of paint. 

DT – 
Cooking 

Mixing skills  
and choosing 
the correct 
equipment– 

Making 
gingerbread 

men. 
 

DT – Textiles 
Sewing Christmas 

stockings. 
 

Art – Painting  
Looking at using 

different materials to 
create textures. Paint 
a bonfire landscape. 

Colour theory: 
Tones of colours 

Art – 3D 
Children to make a shadow 

puppet 
Colour theory: Using white and 
black to darken/lighten primary 

colours 
 

DT – 
Mechanisms 

Split pin 
moveable 

diagrams of 
animal life 

cycles.  
Colour 
theory: 
Mixing 
primary 
colours. 

Art – 3D 
Create a 
collage 

stained glass 
window from 

different 
materials.  

Art – Painting 
Creating a farm 

landscape with animas. 
Artist: Thomas Joseph 

Colour Theory: Mixing 
pink, peach, and brown  

DT – Structures 
Replicate famous 

structures using recycled 
materials 



Year 1 DT – Cooking 
Knife skills. Preparing fruit and 
vegetables for dips and dippers. 

Hygiene. 
Colour theory: Choosing the 

appropriate primary colour 

Art – Painting 
Create a landscape linked to topic.  

Colour theory: Create a colour wheel 
using paint 

Art – 3D 
Clay 

Use modelling and tools to create 
a clay face. Artist: Henry Moore 
Colour theory: Mixing primary 

colours using hands 

DT – Structures 
Creating bridges and 

buildings based on real 
megastructures around the 

world.  
Colour theory: Mix primary 
colours to create secondary 

colours using paint 

DT – 
Textiles 
Create a 
flag using 

felt.  
Focus on 
cutting 

material.  

Art – 
Drawing 
Still life 
objects 
using 

sketching 
techniques.  

Colour 
theory: 

Identify the 
primary 
colours 
used to 
create a 

secondary 
colour 

Art – Painting 
Artist: Henri Rosseau 

Create animal 
landscapes.  

Colour theory: Mix 
paint.  

Year 2 DT – Mechanism 
Moving pictures based around a 

story. Levers and sliders. 
Colour theory: The primary 

colours. 

DT – Textiles 
Simple felt animal puppet. Weaving wool.  

Colour theory: Primary colours lighter and 
darker, shading techniques. 

DT – Cooking 
Knife skills. Preparing fruit and 
vegetables for dips and dippers. 

Health and safety. 
Colour theory: Explore lighter 

and darker shades of red. 

Art – Drawing 
Portraits including self-

portraits and those of others. 
Sketching techniques. Artist: 

Vincent Van Gogh 
Colour theory: Explore 

lighter and darker shades of 
blue. 

Art – 3D 
Focus on Aboriginal art.  

Create collages. 
Colour theory: Explore 
lighter and darker shades 

of yellow 

Art – Painting 
Different countries 

landscapes. Focus on 
colour and proportion.   
Artist: David Hockney 

Colour theory: Mixing 
primary colours to 

create secondary colours 
Year 3 Art – Drawing 

Still life. Recreating famous 
pointillism pictures based on the 

artist: Georges Seurat. 
Colour theory: Create a colour 

wheel practising pointillism. 

DT – Textiles 
Create 2D nets in order to create a 3D 
structure: juggling balls. Freehand sew 

fabric using a needle and thread.  
 

Art – 3D 
Create a roman pot using clay 

and modelling tools. 
Create a roman mosaic using 

collage material. 
Colour theory: Colour wheel 

mosaic 

DT – Structures 
Creating a strong 
shell/structure.  

Design and make a kite.  

DT – Cooking 
Healthy eating and exotic 

fruits from around the 
world. Create a healthy 
meal. Focus: Knife skills. 

 

Art – Painting 
Jungle landscapes. 

Artist: Henri Rosseau 
Colour theory: Mix 

paints to create a colour 
wheel. 

Year 4 DT – Electrical 
Battery-operated circuits. Make 

a portable torch. 
Colour theory: Understand 
which primary colours make 

secondary colours 

DT – Mechanisms 
Creating levers and linkages. Outcome to 

create a moving pictures/poster. 
 

Art – Drawing 
Portraits of famous people and 
African animals. Using sketching 
techniques and pop artist theory. 

Artist: Andy Warhol 
Colour theory: Mix primary 
colours to create secondary 

colours (colour wheel) 

Art – Painting 
Creating imaginary 

landscapes.  
Artist: Monet 

DT – Cooking 
Healthy eating. Using 

knife skills to prepare and 
healthy, balanced meal. 

Health and safety. 
 

Art – 3D 
3D art from other 

cultures. Creating a 
Totem pole from craft 

and recyclable 
materials.  

Colour theory: Create 
lighter and darker 

shades of secondary 



 

The carefully considered plan ensures that each year group revisits the taught strands of art and DT to recap, build, and deepen their 
understanding and skills, leading to year 6 children being secure in their Art & DT subject knowledge and skills set before leaving primary 
school.  

 

“We can and we will”. 

Every child at Fairburn View Primary School is given the opportunity to access and progress in Art & DT. With carefully selected resources, 
support and differentiation we are able to adapt the curriculum to fit the needs of every child. SEN children are given equal opportunity to 
participate in Art & DT lessons with the correct safety procedures in place to meet their needs. There is a particular emphasis on a sensory 
approach to Art & DT activities to suit their ability.  

 

colours using black and 
white 

Year 5 Art – Drawing. 
Using sketching techniques to 
create a self-portrait. Artist: 

Vincent Van Gogh 
Colour theory: Mix paints to 

paint a colour wheel 

DT – Structures 
Create a mobile solar system using paper 

mache and craft materials.  
 

Art – 3D 
Use collage materials to create a 

landscape linked to extreme 
environments. 

Colour theory: Create a collage 
colour wheel using craft material. 

DT – Cooking 
Healthy living, cooking, and 

eating from around the 
world. Create a balanced 

French meal. 
 

DT – Textiles 
Sewing skills. Sew a fabric 

emblem onto a second 
piece of fabric.  

 

Art – Painting 
Create and paint a 

greek mask.  
Colour theory: Create 

a colour wheel using 
different shades of 

primary and secondary 
colours.  

Year 6 Art – Drawing 
Portraits of others, and self-

portraits. 
Colour theory: Exploring 

different mediums. 

Art – 3D 
Using recyclable materials to create 

portraits. 
Colour theory: Use old, recyclable 
materials such as magazines and 

newspapers to create a colour wheel. 

DT – Cooking. 
Healthy eating using seasonal 
produce. Looking at diets from 

around the word. 
 

Art – Painting. 
Industrial landscapes, inspired 

by Lowry. 
Colour theory: Create a 

primary and secondary colour 
wheel using paint. 

DT – Structures 
Artist: Andy Goldsworthy. 

Create hidden, nature 
structural sculptures using 

outdoor learning and 
materials. 

 

DT – Textiles 
Learning to sew cross-
stitch in order to create 

a personalised 
bookmark to leave 

primary school with. 
Colour theory: Create 

a colour wheel with 
scraps of felt and 

material.  



Impact 

What is the impact from teaching children at Fairburn View Primary School Art & DT? 

At Fairburn View, children benefit from being engaged in creative and practical Art & DT lessons. Lessons are carefully planned to work 
alongside current topics and Talk 4 Writing topics to give children inspiration and a broadened understanding of their learning. The impact of 
these lessons should have a positive impact on the children’s creative abilities. The aim is for children to leave year 6 having developed a 
creative and technical knowledge of art processes, art history and practical design and technology skills including cooking.  

 

 

“Every child is an artist”. 

 

Art & DT is taught inclusively at Fairburn View Primary School ensuring that every child has the opportunity to flourish in the subject. With 
careful planning, children are able to explore with different mediums, be inspired by different artists, and ultimately ‘have a go’ at whatever 
interests them. We hope, that giving them such a broad range of Art & DT experiences, they find enjoyment in the subject and find their 
creative flair. SEN children are present in the classroom for all Art & DT lessons and access the curriculum with support. Where needs be, they 
receive additional support and time in small groups or individually to revisit skills and build on them at their own pace. A sensory approach is 
given SEN children to ensure that they feel comfortable, safe and enjoy the experience of Art & DT at Fairburn View. This approach also suits 
their needs and provides access to the curriculum inclusively.  

 

At Fairburn View Primary School, all abilities are challenged. Higher ability children are given the opportunity to extend their knowledge of Art 
& DT processes and techniques in an independent way. Opportunities are provided for children to extend their learning in a variety of ways 
during lessons.  

 

 



The Teaching of Art & DT at Fairburn View Primary School 

 Lessons should be taught once weekly. 
 Children from years 1-6 should have a scrapbook to record work. 
 Art portfolios should be used to display ‘final pieces’ from the end of a topic. Portfolios will be given to children in Reception and will be 

passed on to the next year group.  
 Colour theory lessons need to be taught once per half term. 
 Some art work should be displayed on washing lines in the classroom. 

 

Assessment 

In line with our Talk 4 Writing scheme at Fairburn View Primary School, when teaching portraits and landscapes children should complete a 
cold task at the beginning of the topic, and a hot task at the end of the topic which will be put into their portfolio, to show progress. Cold and 
Hot task stickers should be used to clearly identify the start and end point.  

 

At the end of every term, teacher assessment is used to ass whether the children are beginning, within or secure for Art & DT. This data is then 
used on Target Tracker to assess children’s progress throughout their time at Fairburn View.  

 

Monitoring  

The subject leader carries out a regular work scrutiny to monitor the teaching of Art & DT.  


