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Aims

At Fairburn View Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that every child becomes a confident, capable and purposeful writer. Writing is an essential form of communication and a key part of learning across the curriculum. We aim to equip pupils with the knowledge, skills and confidence to communicate effectively for a range of purposes and audiences.
Through a structured and progressive approach, we support children to develop their ideas, vocabulary, sentence construction, grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting. High-quality texts sit at the heart of our writing curriculum, inspiring pupils, broadening their experiences and providing models of effective language and composition.
We aim for all pupils to become independent writers who can plan, draft, revise, edit and present their work with increasing accuracy and control. We provide appropriate support and challenge so that all children, including pupils with SEND and those who find writing difficult, can make progress and experience success.
Structure
Writing is taught through a planned, progressive sequence of learning from the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) to the end of Key Stage 2. Teaching builds systematically on prior knowledge and follows the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework and the National Curriculum for English.
Teachers explicitly model writing processes and the choices writers make. Pupils are given opportunities to talk about ideas, explore vocabulary, rehearse sentences orally, study examples, practise specific skills and apply their learning in purposeful pieces of writing. Teaching includes clear learning intentions, teacher modelling, guided practice, independent application and feedback.
Grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting are taught both explicitly and in context, so pupils understand how these elements support meaning and the quality of their writing. Teachers adapt teaching and resources in response to pupils’ needs and assessment.
EYFS
In EYFS, children develop the foundations for writing through dough disco, squiggle while you wiggle, mark-making, fine-motor development, phonics, handwriting and composition. Children are encouraged to see themselves as writers and to understand that marks, pictures, letters and words can communicate meaning.
Adults provide engaging opportunities for children to write for a range of purposes through play and planned learning. They model language and writing, encourage children to talk through their ideas and support them to form letters and write words and simple sentences as their skills develop. Children will also be supported to develop their creativity and storytelling skills by introducing narratives into their independent writing.
Early writing is supported by the teaching of phonics through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme. Children are encouraged to apply the sounds they have been taught when spelling words, alongside learning the spelling of common exception words as appropriate. Teaching responds to children’s stages of development, with regular opportunities to practise and revisit key skills.
Key Stage 1
In Key Stage 1, pupils build on the foundations established in EYFS and develop increasing confidence and independence as writers. Teaching supports pupils to compose sentences orally before writing, sequence ideas, use capital letters and full stops accurately, and develop their use of vocabulary, grammar and punctuation in line with the National Curriculum.
Pupils write for a range of purposes and audiences, including narratives, descriptions, recounts, instructions, explanations, poetry and non-fiction outcomes. Teachers model how to plan, compose and reread writing, and provide opportunities for pupils to improve their work. Phonics knowledge is applied to spelling, alongside the explicit teaching and practice of age-appropriate spelling patterns and common exception words.
Handwriting is taught explicitly using the Little Wandle handwriting scheme in Year 1 and the Twinkl handwriting scheme from Year 2 onwards. Teachers support correct letter formation, pencil grip, posture, orientation and spacing, helping pupils develop legible and increasingly fluent handwriting.
Key Stage 2
In Key Stage 2, pupils develop greater control, stamina and independence as writers. They learn to adapt language, structure and style to suit different purposes and audiences, using a wider range of vocabulary, sentence structures, grammatical features and punctuation. They are taught to organise ideas coherently, make deliberate choices as writers and sustain writing over longer pieces.
Pupils encounter a broad range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry through the year-group writing curriculum. Teachers model effective writing and provide opportunities to analyse quality examples, discuss authorial choices, develop vocabulary, plan, draft, revise, edit and publish. Pupils are supported to evaluate their own writing and make improvements to content, organisation, accuracy and effect.
Spelling is taught through Spelling Shed, with pupils grouped according to assessment information so that teaching is matched to their current needs. Spelling patterns, rules and word knowledge are also reinforced through writing and other curriculum areas. Handwriting continues to be taught using the Twinkl handwriting scheme, with an emphasis on legibility, consistency, fluency and appropriate presentation.
Writing Overviews
Each year group from Year 1 to Year 6 has a bespoke writing curriculum overview. These overviews map writing units and outcomes across the year and ensure that pupils experience a range of high-quality texts, genres, purposes and audiences.
Writing units are based on quality texts that provide inspiration, rich vocabulary, effective models and opportunities to explore how writers create meaning. Text choices and writing outcomes are sequenced to support progression in knowledge and skills across the year groups. Teachers use the overviews to plan coherent sequences of lessons while responding to the needs and interests of their pupils.
Planning should make clear the intended writing outcome, the skills pupils need to learn, the models and examples that will support them, and the opportunities pupils will have to practise and apply these skills. Teachers should ensure that pupils have regular opportunities to write at length as well as practise specific aspects of writing.
Learning walls should be used as an active teaching resource to support pupils throughout the writing process. They should be clearly organised, relevant to the current writing unit and regularly updated to reflect the skills and knowledge being taught. Learning walls should include key vocabulary, modelled examples, sentence structures, grammar and punctuation reminders, and examples of effective writing linked to the focus text and intended outcome.
Teachers should refer to the learning wall during modelling, shared writing and independent tasks, explicitly demonstrating how pupils can use the resources to support their own writing. Pupils should be encouraged to use the learning wall independently to develop ideas, make deliberate language choices and edit and improve their work. Learning walls should support pupils in becoming increasingly confident and independent writers, rather than simply serving as a display.
Spelling Shed
Spelling Shed is used to support spelling teaching in Key Stage 2. Assessment information is used to group pupils so that teaching and practice are appropriately matched to their spelling knowledge and needs.
Spelling lessons explicitly teach relevant spelling patterns, rules and strategies. Pupils are given opportunities to practise, revisit and apply taught spellings, and teachers check understanding to identify gaps and plan further teaching where necessary. Spelling is reinforced through pupils’ everyday writing, with attention paid to the accurate application of taught knowledge.
Teachers monitor pupils’ progress and adapt groups or teaching in response to assessment and classroom evidence. Spelling Shed supports teaching; it does not replace teachers’ professional judgement or the need to address spelling errors in pupils’ written work.
Handwriting
Handwriting is taught explicitly and regularly so that pupils develop a legible, fluent and consistent style. Correct letter formation and handwriting habits are established early and reinforced throughout the school. Teachers model letter formation and joining where appropriate and give pupils time to practise and apply these skills in their everyday work.
The school uses the Little Wandle handwriting scheme in Year 1 and the Twinkl handwriting scheme in Years 2–6. Teaching focuses on posture, pencil grip, letter size and formation, orientation, spacing, joining where appropriate, and presentation. Teachers identify pupils who need additional support and provide further modelling and practice.
Pupils are encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their work. Expectations should be consistent across subjects, while recognising that the priority in some tasks may be the recording of ideas or the development of subject knowledge.
Pen Licence
A pen licence recognises pupils who consistently demonstrate legible, fluent and appropriately joined handwriting, where joining is expected, alongside careful presentation. It is awarded when a pupil demonstrates that these skills are secure and sustained across their work, rather than on the basis of a single piece.
Teachers use their professional judgement and consider handwriting in everyday books when deciding whether a pupil is ready for a pen licence. Pupils’ work should be reviewed by the headteacher or the writing lead before awarding a pen licence. Pupils who have not yet met the expected standard continue to receive teaching, feedback and opportunities to practise. The aim is to encourage pride, consistency and progress, rather than to disadvantage pupils who require additional support.
Assessment
Writing assessment takes place in line with the school’s annual assessment calendar. Teachers use ongoing formative assessment to identify strengths, misconceptions and next steps, and use this information to adapt teaching and provide timely feedback.
Formal writing assessments are completed termly using the Wakefield Teacher Assessment Framework. Teachers draw on a range of evidence from pupils’ independent writing across different purposes and contexts to make informed judgements against the relevant framework statements. Assessment should reflect what pupils can do independently and consistently.
Assessment information is used to:
identify pupils’ strengths and next steps in composition, organisation, grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting;
inform planning, modelling, scaffolding and targeted support;
monitor progress over time and identify pupils who may be at risk of falling behind;
support discussions about attainment and progress during pupil progress meetings; and
evaluate the impact of teaching and identify priorities for improvement.
Teachers provide feedback that helps pupils understand what they have done well and what they need to improve. Pupils are given opportunities to respond to feedback, edit and improve their writing. Teachers also use professional dialogue and moderation to support consistent and accurate assessment judgements across year groups.
Monitoring
The writing leader and senior leadership team monitor the quality and consistency of writing provision across the school. Monitoring activities may include reviewing curriculum overviews and planning, book looks, lesson visits, pupil voice, analysis of assessment information and professional discussion with staff.
Monitoring considers whether the writing curriculum is ambitious, well sequenced and implemented consistently; whether pupils are developing the expected knowledge and skills; the quality and impact of modelling and feedback; the progress of different groups of pupils; and whether assessment judgements are supported by appropriate evidence.
Findings from monitoring are used to identify strengths, agree priorities and plan support or professional development where needed. The school reviews this policy periodically to ensure that it reflects current practice and supports continued improvement in writing outcomes.
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