
Understanding the World 
ELG: Past and Present 

 1. Talk about the lives of people around them and their role in society 

Pre-school  Nursery Reception & ELG Links to Year 1 

• Start to show they know who they 
are in terms of preferences 

• Respond to their name 
• Recognise their family members 
• Make connections between the 

features of their family and other 
families.  

• Talk about themselves and their 
immediate family 

• Begin to make sense of their own 
life story and family’s history  

• Name and describe people who are 
familiar to them  

• Show an interest in different 
occupations 

Talk about the lives of people around them 
and their role in society  

• Talk about the lives of people they 
are familiar with 

• Describe the people who are 
familiar to them.  

• Talk about the roles of people in 
society and in their community 

• Talk about members of their 
immediate family and community 

• Name and describe people who are 
familiar to them 

• Living memory are the times that 
can be remembered by people who 
are alive today.  

• A family tree shows the 
relationships between different 
generations in a family. 

• The development of transport by 
land, sea, air and space and the 
roles of key individuals. 
 

Key Vocabulary 

 
Family, life, mum, dad, grandma, grandad, brother, sister, job, past, history, before, now, younger, older 
 

2. Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 
 
Pre-school  Nursery Reception & ELG Links to Year 1 

• Start to recognise when someone is 
older or younger than them.  

• Recognise when something has 
changed at home or school 

• Talk about some of the ways they 
have changed over their life 

• Talk about some of their own and 
their family’s history (grandparents, 
parents, etc.) 

Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read 
in class 

• Give similarities and differences 
between the past and now 

• Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past. 

• Compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including figures from 
the past. 
 
 

• Communication/schools/toys is/are 
different now (the present) and 
before now, in living memory (the 
past). 

• My local community was different 
for families at different times in 
history. 

Key Vocabulary 

 
Family, life, mum, dad, grandma, grandad, brother, sister, job, past, history, before, now, younger, older, country, change 
 
 



Understanding the World 
ELG: Past and Present 

 

 

History  Geography Science  PSHE  RE 

 

Assessment Tracker 

Year Group 
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Just Reception: 

ELG achieved? On track Not on track On track Not on track On track Not on track 

Preschool       

 Nursery 
      

      

Reception       

 

3. Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books and storytelling 
 

Pre-school  Nursery Reception & ELG Links to Year 1 

• Listen to a range of stories that are 
set in the past 

• Listen to a range of stories that are 
set in the past 

• Begin to recognise that things were 
different  

Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
and storytelling 

• Talk about the past using books 
and stories talking about the 
characters, settings and events 

• Use what I have learnt about the 
past during role play or small world 
play 

• Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past 

• Our homes are made of lots of different 
materials, they have lots of different 
features, however this has changed over 
time. Pupils will understand what homes 
looked like, were made of and any new 
invention. 

Key Vocabulary 

 
Family, life, mum, dad, grandma, grandad, brother, sister, job, past, history, before, now, younger, older, country, change 
 


