
History Substantive Knowledge Map.  

 Term 1  Term 2  Term 3  
1  What was 

life like in 
the past  
 
Key 
learning 
 
Where do I 
live?  
 
What does 
my family 
tree look 
like? 
 
 
Who are the 
important 
people 
around me? 
 
 
What was 
school like 
for people 
before me? 
 
How did 
people 
travel in 
the past?  
 
Who were 
the famous 
inventors of 
travel?  
 
 
 

Toys 
 
Key Learning 
 
How can we 
find out 
about the 
past? 
 
What are our 
toys like 
now? 
 
What was my 
favourite 
toy when I 
was a baby? 
 
What were 
our 
guardians’ 
toys like 
and how do 
we know? 
 
What were 
our older 
relatives’ 
toys like? 
 
How have 
toys 
changed 
over time? 
 
 
  
 
 

Famous 
Explorers 
Key Learning 
 
How can we 
find out 
about the 
past? 
 
Why do 
people 
explore? 
 
Who are 
important 
explorers 
from the 
past? 
 
 
What are the 
famous 
explorations 
of the past? 
 
Can we 
compare 
explorations 
from the 
past? 
 
How have 
explorations 
changed over 
time?  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings, 
Queens and 
Castles  
 
Key 
Learning 
 
How can we 
find out 
about the 
past? 
 
Why did 
Monarchs 
build 
castles? 
 
Who were 
the Kings 
and Queens 
of the past? 
 
Who was 
Queen 
Victoria 
and where 
did she 
live? 
 
Who was the 
first Queen 
Elizabeth? 
 
Why do we 
remember 

The Great 
Fire of 
London 
 
Key Learning 
 
 
What was 
London like 
on 1666? 
 
What 
happened 
on the 2nd of 
September 
1666? 
 
How did the 
fire spread? 
 
What was 
left of 
London post 
fire? 
 
How was 
London 
rebuilt? 
 
How did the 
fire impact 
the future? 
 
 

Hospitals 
and 
Healthcare 
 
Key Learning 
 
 
How can we 
find out 
about the 
past? 
 
Who is 
Florence 
Nightingale 
and why do 
we remember 
her? 
 
Who is Edith 
Cavell and 
why do we 
remember 
her? 
 
When did 
Florence and 
Edith become 
significant? 
 
Why did 
Florence and 
Edith act the 
way they 
did? 

 



King William 
1 
 

 
How has the 
past been 
represented? 
How did 
Florence and 
Edith change 
our 
hospitals?  

3 Stone Age to 
Iron Agfe  
 
 
Key 
Learning 
 
 
What was 
life like in 
the 
Palaeolithic 
and 
Mesolithic 
periods?  
 
 
What 
changed 
from the 
Palaeolithic 
to 
Mesolithic 
period? 
 
What did 
people eat 
in the 
Palaeolithic 
period and 
Mesolithic 
period? 

Technology 
 
Key Learning 
 
What 
technology 
was 
available in 
pre  - 
historic 
Britain? 
 
How 
technology 
has 
changed 
how we read, 
write and 
talk? 
 
How has 
technology 
changed the 
way we are 
entertained? 
 
Who are 
important 
inventors in 
technology? 
 

Ancient Egypt 
 
Key Learning 
 
What is the 
chronology of 
ancient 
Egypt? 
 
What was life 
like in early 
Egypt? 
 
Did the 
Egyptians 
write 
anything 
down? 
 
Who were the 
Egyptian 
Gods? 
 
What did 
Ancient 
Egyptians 
believe 
about the 
afterlife? 
 
What were 
the greatest 

 



 
What tools 
are in the 
Neolithic? 
 
Who were 
the beaker 
people? 
 
How did 
tools 
change 
after the 
Neolithic? 
 
How did the 
bronze age 
move into 
the iron 
age? 

How has 
technology 
changed our 
lives in the 
last 60 
years.  
 
How could 
the 
development 
of AI change 
our world? 
 
 

achievements 
of Ancient 
Egypt? 
 
How did the 
Empire end? 
 

4 War of the 
Roses 
 
Key 
Learning 
 
 
What 
happened 
during the 
War of the 
Roses? 
 
Where was 
the War of 
the Roses? 
 
Order key 
events of 
the War of 
the Roses? 

The 
Victorians 
 
Key learning 
 
What is the 
chronology 
of the 
Victorian 
era? 
 
Who was 
Queen 
Victoria, 
and why 
was she  
significant?  
 
What did the 
Victorians 
invent? 

Ancient 
Greece 
 
Key Learning 
What can 
evacuations 
tell us about 
early Ancient 
Greece? 
 
What was life 
like in early 
Greece? 
 
How did the 
Minoans 
trade in 
early Greece? 
 
What was life 
like in 

 



 
Which 
castles 
were 
involved in 
the War of 
the Roses? 
 
Who were 
Edward 111, 
Henry IV, 
Richard III 
and why 
were they 
significant? 

 
 

Which 
battles 
were 
important 
during the 
War of the 
Roses?  
 
Who was the 
Princess in 
the tower? 
 

(telephone, 
electricity 
etc.).  
 
Compare 
Victorian 
Britain to 
modern 
Britain.  
 
What was 
life like in 
Victorian 
homes and 
schools? 
 
How did 
healthcare 
change in 
Victorian 
Britain? 
 
How the 
Industrial 
Revolution 
impacted 
Britain?  
 
 

Ancient 
Greece? 
 
What were 
the greatest 
achievements 
of the 
Ancient 
Greeks? 
 

5 Romans  
 
Key 
Learning 
 
What do we 
know about 
the early 
Rome? 
 
Who was in 
charge of 

Crime and 
Punishment 
 
Key Learning 
 
What is 
Crime and 
Punishment? 
 
What was 
Crime and 
Punishment 

Anglo Saxons 
 
Key Learning 
 
What was life 
like in 4th 
Century? 
 
 
How did life 
change in 
England after 

 



the Roman 
Empire? 
 
How 
powerful 
was the 
Roman 
Empire? 
 
What events 
led to 
Claudius 
invading 
Britain?  
 
How did 
Roman 
settlements 
compare to 
Celtic 
villages? 
 
Who was 
Boudicca 
and why 
did she 
take 
revenge on 
the Romans? 
 
How did the 
Romans 
protect 
their land? 
 
What 
happened 
in the final 
years of the 
Roman 
Empire? 

like in 
Roman 
Britain? 
 
Who were 
anglo 
Saxons? 
 
What was 
Crime and 
Punishment 
like in the 
Anglo - 
Saxon 
period?  
 
What was 
Crime and 
punishment 
like in the 
Tudor 
period? 
 
What was 
crime and 
punishment 
like in the 
Stuart 
period? 
 
What was 
crime and 
punishment 
like in 
Georgian 
Britain? 
 
What was 
crime and 
punishment 
like in 

the fall of 
the Roman 
Empire? 
 
How was 
Anglo - Saxon 
England 
ruled? 
 
How did the 
Anglo – 
Saxons keep 
control of 
their 
kingdoms? 
 
How did 
Britain 
change 
through the 
settlements 
of the Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings? 
 



 
What was 
life like in 
Yorkshire 
and the 
Humber 
during 
Roman 
times? 
 
 

Victorian 
Britain? 
 
How did the 
police force 
develop 
through the 
20th Century.  
 
What is 
Crime and 
punishment 
like today 
in 
comparison 
with the 
past? 

6 Vikings 
 
Key  
Learning 
 
Why did the 
Vikings 
settle in 
Britain? 
 
How were 
the Vikings 
ruled?  
 
Why did the 
Vikings 
carry our 
raids in 
Anglo – 
Saxon 
Britain? 
 
Where did 
the Vikings 

World War 11 
 
Key Learning 
 
Where is 
Germany 
and what is 
it like 
today? 
 
How did 
Hitler come 
to power? 
 
How did 
Hitler 
become the 
leader of 
Germany? 
 
How was 
Europe ruled 
before WW2? 
 

Becoming an 
historian – 
research 
project 
 
Children 
need to use 
all their 
historical 
skills to 
produce a 
presentation 
on a topic of 
their choice 
from history? 
 
Examples: 
WW1 
Shang 
Dynasty,  
Titanic,  
History of 
sport.   
 

 



settle in 
Britain?  
 
 
What impact 
did the 
Vikings 
have on 
York? 
 
What was 
life like in 
Yorkshire 
and the 
Humber 
during this 
time? 

How did 
Hitler 
Expand 
Germany? 
 
How did WW2 
begin and 
end? 
 
What was 
the impact 
of WW2 in 
Yorkshire 
and the 
Humber? 
 
 

Children 
present to 
year 5 
children.  

     

 


