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Intent 

The History curriculum at Fairburn View Primary School aims to provide pupils with a coherent and 
chronological understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world, whilst inspiring children to 
question events that have shaped the world we live in today. Our curriculum is designed to enable 
children to develop and recite knowledge of events that have shaped the world and provide them 
with a rich knowledge and understanding of the complexity of people’s lives, the changes that have 
occurred over time, and the diversity within different societies and groups – as well the impact this 
has on their own identity. We also aim to ensure children have many opportunities to think like an 
historian. Our curriculum is designed using four drivers that contextualise history, as well as using 
small steps to help pupils gain a deep understanding of complex, abstract ideas:  

 

 

Our curriculum is designed in way which creates excitement for history, that inspires a curiosity to 
learn more about the past and provides opportunities to see themselves reflected in the curriculum. 

 

Implementation  

• A curriculum that has been designed to provide children with a clear and well sequenced 
understanding of the history of Britain and the wider world in chronological order, whilst 
taking into consideration our local history. 

• Regular recall lessons on how to ‘find out about the past’ and thinking like an historian.  
• A well-sequenced cycle of lessons to ensure children make significant progress in their 

knowledge and understanding of historical concepts. 
• Lessons that are well- planned to support and challenge all learners. 
• Children to be given a ‘knowledge organiser’ which outlines the knowledge and vocabulary 

that children must aspire to master. 
• Regular opportunities for children to recall and review prior knowledge to ensure children know 

and remember more.  
• Trips and visitors that will enrich pupil’s understanding and provide context through first-hand 

experiences.   
• A range of questioning used regularly to support pupils’ ability to retrieve and recall knowledge 

to increase space in the working memory. 
• Displays that engage the children and are active learning resources.  



• Whole school history days to embed relevant historical events. 

 

Impact 

Our History Curriculum is high quality, well sequenced and planned to demonstrate progression. We 
believe that if children are keeping up with the curriculum, they are deemed to be making good or 
better progress. In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through the following 
methods: 

• A reflection of standards achieved in relation to planned outcomes on the school subject 
progression map. 

• Children to be able to discuss their learning with use of their book and seesaw.  

 

Whole school overview 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whole school Overview  
History and geography are taught for one half term per term. Here is the plan 
below: 



 
 
History in EYFS 
 
In EYFS, we begin the journey of becoming an Historian. Children will explore 
through play and begin to understand history as the past and present. History 
is present in EYFS daily with carefully planned activities. Examples of these are: 

• Past and Present display 
• Circle time news 
• Marvellous Me  
• Date board 
• Historical artefacts 



 
Non-negotiables 
 

- Use and clear display of key vocabulary on slides and in work. 
- Mark to school marking policy.  
- Lesson in all topics begin and carry a ‘historical’ focus.  
- Photos/videos of practical work with a description of what they have done. 
- Some evidence shown online (seesaw) 
- Once per year, we have a whole – school history themed day. 
- Skills on the progression map have been taught. 

 

WOW Lesson 

This is optional and teacher discretion where appropriate. 

- Hook children into the new topic  
- Be fun and enjoyment promote engagement  

- Promote learning 

Inclusion/SEN 

Adaptive teaching support less able and to extend more able pupils. Children with challenges, 
which are identified, will have provision made for their particular needs. Pupils may be 
supported within small groups or individually. They follow a structured, but stimulating 
programme within the guidelines of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum / National 
Curriculum. Some pupils may require a personalised curriculum to support their needs. Parents 
are kept informed through meetings with the class teacher and SENCO when appropriate. 

  
 

Provision across school for children with Special Educational Needs to be used as and 
when required. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment 
Assessment in history takes place in the following ways:  

• A summative judgement will be made at the end of each academic year (Below, At 
or Above) – this will be recorded on Target Tracker (B+, W+, S+).  

• Staff will use samples of work (books/seesaw/assessments) they have kept to ensure a 
uniform level of expectation running through the school.  

• Some lessons will be recorded on Seesaw – to show ‘live’ lessons and children’s 
knowledge in class.  

• Low stakes quizzes and low stake assessments within learning. 
• At the end of unit assessments to be shown in books. 

 
Monitoring and evaluation 
Monitoring and evaluation take place in the following ways: 

• The subject leader along with SLT will monitor their subject termly and complete a 
subject evaluation form. 

• Subject leader will monitor the implementation of the progression map, through book 
scrutiny, pupils voice and seesaw. 

• The SLT plus the subject leaders monitor history planning each half-term. The subject 
leader is responsible for overseeing history across school. 

 
Safeguarding 
At Fairburn View Primary school we take the safeguarding of our staff and students 
seriously. Any concerns raised within the teaching of history must be directed to a member 
of the DSL team, in line with the schools safeguarding policy. 
 
Parental Engagement 
At Fairburn View, we endeavour to involve parents with the children’s learning at every 
possible opportunity. Through our school website and Facebook pages, parents/careers are 
kept up to date with school life, and where appropriate this can be history specific. Parents, 
during consultations and reports, are kept up to date and involved with their child’s 
attainment. 
 


